mittee on Scientific Aids to Learning, was requested to consider the possibilities of designing and making available a simple, inexpensive microfilm reading machine for the use of the individual scholar. The problem was discussed at length and did not appear insoluble. Several designs were suggested, and three models were constructed. Each of these models was thoroughly tested both in the laboratory and in actual use; a set of plans and specifications embodying the final accepted design was prepared for distribution to manufacturers specializing in equipment of this type.
Bids for the manufacture of the reading machine were received from a number of companies, and the Spencer Lens Company was authorized to build a pilot model. It was built, tested and inspected, and the Committee on Scientific Aids to Learning has now signed a contract for a number of these machines. In addition, they will be placed on the market by the Spencer Lens Company.
Purpose of Students Microfilm Reader. Emphasis has been placed throughout on suitability for the purpose for which the reader was designed: simplicity and low cost. No claims are made for extreme convenience, beauty, ready-portability, or universality.
The benefits of microphotography in assembling research data of all types are well known. Facilities exist in the principal libraries, archives, and other institutions for the reproduction of their holdings. Many individuals have secured equipment and microphotographed extensive files. The greatest difficulty to date has not been to secure material on microfilm but rather to obtain adequate utilization equipment. In sponsoring the development of a simple, inexpensive microfilm reader, the Committee on Scientific Aids to Learning has considered solely the requirements of the individual. Excellent equipment developed primarily for commercial and library use is already available on the market. In most cases, it is entirely satisfactory (except for price) for individual use. The Students Microfilm Reader is not intended to compete with any existing reader equipment. It was developed specifically to permit the individual scholar or scientist to utilize in his own study or laboratory microphotographie copies which he may have made personally or procured from one of the existing sources of supply.
